November 22, 2005

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, November 22, 2005 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall, One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567, with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilperson



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilperson



ANN LINDAU



Councilperson



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilperson

Also present:
JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


Director, DOTS



ROSEMARIE BOYLE/LASHER

Asst. Director, DOTS



KATHLEEN BURLESON


Director, DES


JEFF TKACS



DES/Safety & Sec. Coor.



CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Director



CATHERINE MASTRACCHIO

Deputy Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * * 

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *       

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Councilmember Cerreto, also a Lieutenant Colonel in the Army Reserves, led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.
      * * * * * * * * * *  


SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi commented on the Veterans’ Day ceremony held at Town Hall, saying there were about three hundred people in attendance.  It may be viewed on the cable channel.

* *    

Pearl Harbor Day is coming up on December 7th and the Village of Croton-on-Hudson will be hosting the ceremony.  There will be further information available regarding this on Channel 78, as well.

* *    

Councilman John Sloan and the Supervisor attended the Van Cortlandtville Historical Society’s annual luncheon and they were delighted to receive a gift of a handcrafted plaque, dated April 1, 1788 which contains the names of the Supervisor at that time, Philippe Van Cortlandt and the Town Clerk, Joseph Travis, as well as numerous other office holders.  She said it will be placed in the Town Hall and forever treasured.
* *  

-1-

November 22, 2005

Town Board Minutes

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)
Supervisor Puglisi congratulated her colleagues on their recent re-elections.  Councilman John Sloan, Councilwoman Ann Lindau, Town Clerk Jo-Ann Dyckman, Receiver of Taxes Mary Breining,  Justice Gerry Klein and herself.  She said it’s an honor and a privilege to be Town Supervisor.  She loves the position and loves working with all of the people.  She thanked the people for all the support given to her and her colleagues.
* *   

A new playground has opened up on Croton Avenue.  It contains a tennis court, outdoor basketball courts and a playground.  There was an opening ceremony held.  Mr. Santucci, the developer, paid for and built the facility for the Town’s residents and the Supervisor gave her thanks to him.

* *    

Construction has begun on the new Little Leagues field and the soccer field at Sprout Brook Park.
* *   

Supervisor Puglisi called Colleen Anderson, Director of the Youth Center and activities, and her assistant, Becky Bell to the podium.  Colleen said they are very proud of the enthusiastic response from all of the participating schools within the Town of Cortlandt to the annual Red Ribbon Poster Contest.  This is celebrated nationally the week of October 23rd to 31st by Americans wearing red ribbons to show their support for anti-drug campaigns and their firm opposition to all drugs. This year during Red Ribbon Week, all children in grades kindergarten through eight were invited and encouraged to create a poster depicting the theme “Team Up Against Drugs.”  The staff of the Cortlandt Youth Center went through the community soliciting gifts.  
Winners were called to the podium where they were each presented with a gift.
* * * * * * * * * *   

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Councilpersons indicated their presence.

* * * * * * * * *

TOWN BOARD REPORTS
Councilwoman Ann Lindau thanked everyone for supporting the newly elected officials.
* *    

Councilman Joe Cerreto congratulated the winners of the Red Ribbon poster contest, the newly elected officials.  He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and happy holiday season asking that we remember our troops serving all over the world
* *   

Councilman Frank Farrell brought in an osage orange to show to all.  It’s part of the mulberry family, he said.  He said Cortlandt holds the record for osage orange in New York State.  
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)
The trees are located at the New York State Park in Montrose.  The park is about fifty acres and is well worth a visit.  It has walking trails that connect to George’s Island.  Over eighty homes had been proposed for this property and it is now preserved as open space.  Along with osage orange trees on site there is a rock formation called the Cortlandt Complex, a series of rock outcroppings that come from the ocean floor and are very seldom seen on the Earth’s surface.  He said it’s a pleasant way to spend a day with beautiful views, all types of wildlife.
Councilman Farrell joined with the other Town Board members in congratulating the newly elected officials, acknowledging all of the people who ran for offices.  They all played a vital part in our democratic process.  He thanked everyone for the opportunity to serve and wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

* * 

Councilman John Sloan thanked the people who voted for him and his colleagues, saying he looked at it as an endorsement of what they’ve done in the past and as encouragement to keep Cortlandt the wonderful community that it is.

He said he was in a meeting with the Court staff and beginning January 1, 2006, a new system will enable people to pay fines by credit card.  He feels it is a good service to add for citizens and an efficient service for Town government.
* *    

Councilmember Sloan then demonstrated and discussed Historic Cortlandt, a new application on the Town’s website.  It was determined that the internet was a great vehicle for either a fifth grader or a fifth generation resident to learn about many of the fascinating historic spots in Cortlandt.  A list was put together with about sixty sites throughout the Town – everything from the Toll House, Copeland House, Cortlandt Colonial, the old Trolley Hotel. Photographs can be scanned in. The Town historians will add information to this web site as time goes on.  He said if there are any residents interested in history who wants to participate in this they could be made one of the Site Administrators.
* * * * * * * * * *  
APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved the minutes from the Regular Meeting of October 18, 2005 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *    
HEARING of CITIZENS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *      
PUBLIC HEARING

None.

* * * * * * * * * *   


HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only)

None.
* * * * * * * * * *
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BID REPORTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *  

REPORTS
Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following monthly departmental reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:
March, 2005   -   DES/Recreation

April, 2005     -   DES/Recreation

October, 2005 -  Purchasing Department, DES/Recreation, DES/Office for the Aging
                            DOTS/Water Division, Receiver of Taxes, Town Justices, Town 

                            Clerk.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Lindau moved the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

Report from DES with respect to Inwood Lane West.

                                                                     * *   

Letter from the Verplanck Residents’ Association in support of various on-going projects and grant funding.

                                                                     * *
Bid summary with respect to Town Hall cleaning services.

                                                                     * *
Report from the Traffic Safety Committee on Croton Park Avenue.  (Jeff Bischoff)
* *
Report from the Traffic Safety Committee on Maple Avenue issues.  (L. Green)
                                                                     * *  

Report from the Traffic Safety Committee regarding Route 9A at Quick Mart in Crugers.
* *

Report from Traffic Safety Committee regarding Kingston Road/Birch Brook.
* *  

Report from Traffic Safety Committee regarding Croton Avenue/Furnace Dock Road.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *    
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NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following items of business be received and ordered filed and that the resolutions be adopted, as indicated; this was seconded by Councilmember Sloan:
Announcement from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission advising the Town of additional inspections at the Indian Point facility.

    * *

Resolution from the Town of Yorktown with respect to a proposed sewer line on Gomer Street.

     * *

Letter dated October 24. 2005 from William Graziani with respect to a new scoreboard at Sunset Field.

* 
RESOLUTION NO. 350–05 – RE:  Authorize purchase and installation of scoreboard at Sunset Field.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said she’s delighted that the Town Board agreed that the Town would pay for and install the scoreboard at Sunset Field as we had similarly helped out with the dugout earlier this year.
* * 
Letter from David Steinmetz on behalf of Kirquel Development with respect to the proposed residences at Mill Court Crossing.

* *

Letters from the owners of Jefferson Ridge for parcels on Lexington Avenue and Ralph Mastromonaco representing the owners of East West Developers, LLC for a parcel on Croton Avenue requesting reinstatement into the Westchester County Sewer District; and refer to the County for their consideration:
RESOLUTION NO. 351-05 – RE:  Authorize a request to Westchester County to reinstate certain Jefferson Ridge  parcels located on Lexington Avenue in the Westchester County Sewer District.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 352-05 – RE:  Authorize a request from Ralph Mastromonaco that a  parcel located on Croton Avenue owned by East West Developers LLC be reinstated in the Westchester County Sewer District.
* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 353-05 – RE:  Receive and file requests from the following to purchase Town property and refer to departments in accordance with Resolution No. 327-05.

a. Theodore Canellas for a portion of a paper road known as Purdy Street.

b. Patricia Bath for a portion of a paper road known as Eleventh Street.

c. William Corsa for a parcel located on Montrose Station Road. 
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * * * 
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RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found in full context affixed at the end of this document.)

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, as amended, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

RESOLUTION NO. 354-05 – RE:  Appoint John Bohannan as Assistant Water Foreman in the Water Division of DOTS.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi stated that Mr. Bohannan has been in the Water Department for a number of years and this appointment is an upgrade for him.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO.  355 -05 – RE:  Authorize an extension to the appointment of the  Administrative Intern in the Office of the Supervisor.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said that Wendy Dyckman is the intern in her office and she does a terrific job helping with public functions, including the Veterans’ Committee affairs.  She asked Wendy to stand from the audience for introduction and acknowledgement.
                                                                * *  

RESOLUTION NO. 356-05 – RE:  Appoint a seasonal for the Department of Technical Services to fill a vacancy.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 357-05 – RE: AMENDED to: Appoint three (3) seasonals for the Department of Environmental Services to assist with leaf pick-up.

* *  


RESOLUTION NO.  358-05 – RE: AMENDED to:  Appoint Bernard Stringer as a member of the PRC Advisory Board to fill a vacancy; and appoint James Creighton as the Chairperson and Michael Huvane as the Vice-Chairperson of  same.
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi introduced J. Creighton who has, up until now, served on the PRC Advisory Board as a volunteer for several years.  She said she is delighted with the appointments of Bernard Stringer and Michael Huvane, both of whom will do an excellent job.  J. Creighton was also present and was introduced by the Supervisor.

* *   
RESOLUTION NO.   359-05 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute an Agreement with the SPCA for the year 2006.
* *

RESOLUTION NO.  360-05 – RE:  Authorize the Comptroller to expend funds for 2005 DARE services to the Village of Croton-on-Hudson.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * 
-6-
November 22, 2005

Town Board Minutes

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau: 

RESOLUTION NO. 361-05 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute a License Agreement for $7,500 with the Croton Cortlandt Center for the Arts.
Discussion:  Councilmember Ann Lindau said she has been working with this group for quite a while and she’s delighted the Town is increasing their donation from $5,000 to $7,500.  They do a great service for our community and we are looking forward to continue working with them.

Councilman Farrell said he would abstain from this vote since he has worked for the Center on and off for about twenty-five years.

All voted AYE with the exception of  Councilmember Farrell who abstained.  The resolution was declared adopted.
* *
Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following resolutions be adopted, as amended,  seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO.  362-05 – RE:  Authorize support of a condominium owners’ Bill of Rights which has been sponsored by Assemblywoman Sandra Galef and forward same to our State Representatives.

Discussion:  Councilmember Lindau said she had spoken with Assemblywoman Galef and she feels it’s a very good thing for our residents and people who live in condos.
* *    

RESOLUTION NO.  363-05 – RE: Award a contract with respect to the cleaning of HVAC ducts at Town Hall.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO.  364-05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to solicit requests for proposals for environmental testing of storm water illicit discharge and a drainage evaluation in the area of the northeast quadrant.
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said this is regarding a potential sewer district in Walter Panas High School and Quarry Acres area.  This is just the preparation to obtain grant money.
* *    

RESOLUTION NO.  365-05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to prepare plans in-house for Stevens Lane force main replacement.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO.  366-05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to extend a Professional Service Agreement with French and Perrillo to include an emergency action plan as required by NYS DEC.  Receive and file the inspection report.
* * 
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.  367-05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to submit a grant application for funding from the East of Hudson Water Quality Improvement Fund for a potential Quarry Acres Sewer District.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 368-05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to solicit RFPs and award a bid with respect to the removal of a wall and related site work in the area of 624-626 Croton Avenue.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO.  369-05 – RE:  Authorize two work change orders with respect to the Roundabout.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO.  370-05 – RE:  Award a contract for surveying services with respect to the Chester Court redesign.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 371-05 – RE:  Award a contract to Weiler with respect to on-line tax map maintenance and authorize an addendum regarding street layer centerlines.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO.  372-05 – RE:  Authorize a contract extension with Clough Harbor with respect to Brownfield Remediation at the Overlook.  AMENDED to Also be subject to State reimbursement to the Town of ninety (90%) percent.
* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 373-05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to award a contract for emergency roof repairs at Town Hall.

Discussion:  We’ve been in this facility for fourteen years and portions of the roof need to be repaired and/or replaced.  The cost is $86,000 with a warranty of fifteen years.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 374-05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to solicit RFP’s for Traffic Study Services on Montrose Station Road.

There was no further discussion and all voted AYE.
* * * * * 
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:  

RESOLUTION NO.  375-05 – RE:  Authorize the sale of Town property to the Cortlandt Community Volunteer Ambulance Corps.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked Town Attorney Tom Wood for his work on this item.
* *    
RESOLUTION NO. 376-05 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to submit an application with respect to the New York State /Federal Surplus Program.
* *    

RESOLUTION NO.  377-05 – RE:  Authorize the transfer of five used roll-off containers to Westchester County for repair and use at the Northern Tier transfer site.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO.  378-05 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing on December 5, 2005 to consider an Agreement for the Mt. Airy/Quaker Bridge Fire Protection District for 2006.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 379-05 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing on December 5, 2005 to consider an Agreement for the Furnace Dock Fire Protection District for 2006.

These two preceding Public Hearings are to be held simultaneously.
* *    
RESOLUTION NO. 380-05 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for December 5, 2005 with respect to a Veterans’ tax exemption for Westchester County taxes.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO.  381-05 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for December 5, 2005 to consider amending Chapter 113 of the Town Code with respect to alarm systems and penalties for offenses.
* *   

RESOLUTION NO.  382-05 – RE:  Authorize a Release of Security in the amount of $2,000 with respect to 1062 Oregon Road Corporation.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * * * 
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, the documents be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion.

Correspondence.

Letter from residents in the area of Fourteenth Street and Westchester Avenue with respect to traffic safety issues;  and refer to DES, the Traffic Safety Committee and the County and State Police Departments.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * *   

Resolutions.

RESOLUTION NO.  383-05 – RE:  Authorize an Agreement with Yorktown with respect to Traffic Management Services.

Discussion: We help to contribute to help pay for the State and County Police personnel who go to the intersection of Route 6 and Lexington to assist in traffic control, especially on busy weekends and during the holidays.
* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 384-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of DOTS to seek bids for variable frequency devices with respect to the MID facility.
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *    
BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolution be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:
RESOLUTION NO.  385-05 – RE:  Authorize budget amendments and transfers.

Discussion:  Glenn Cestaro discussed the amendments and transfers, a copy of which is affixed to the original copy of this document.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *     

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None.
* * * * * * * * * *     

REPORTS from STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked Glen Bucher, Chairperson of the Cable Advisory Board.  He and others have been after Cablevision for a long, long time to run all the Town’s programs and meetings and it is finally up and running.  It took a tremendous effort on the part of Glen, Rosemarie Boyle/Lasher, and the Town Board.
* * * * * * * * * *     
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HEARING of CITIZENS  (second)

Speaker:  Lucille Colletti, Coachlight Square Condominiums, Montrose.

Subject:   Congratulated newly elected Town officials and thanked the Town Board 

                 for their support  of the Condominium Owners’ Bill of Rights.

* *   

Speaker:  Rocco Grippa, 11 Tommy Thurber Lane, Montrose.

Subject:   Insufficient drainage in whole neighborhood area.  Not enough number of 
     storm drains to handle water.

* *   

Speaker:  Lisa Davis, Fourteenth Street, Verplanck.
Subject:   Traffic safety issues.

* *    

Speaker:  Larry DeResce, Fourth Street, Verplanck.

Subject:   Property on College Hill Road.  Asked the Board for any help they

                 were able to give on a long standing problem with challenges to

                 his Building Permits. 

* *  

Speaker:  Resident, Montrose Station Road.
Subject:   Questioned status of Mr. Dalton’s property on College Hill.

* * * * * * * * * *    

ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Cerreto moved that the meeting be closed at 8:50 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Lindau.

IN MEMORY OF –

Supervisor Puglisi asked that people stand for a moment’s silence in memory of Doris Lang, past Chairperson and long time member of the Cortlandt Advisory Council. She volunteered her time for many years to assist the Town with environmental legislation and she will be dearly missed.








Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN,








Town Clerk
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